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The Endless Frontier 
Recommendations 

Universities should be the nation’s primary basic research               
infrastructure 

Federal funds should do double duty: 
Procure research results 
Educate the next generation  

Award research grants based on merit 

Establish a national science foundation 



NSF Act of 1950 
 

Encourage & develop a national policy for the 
promotion of basic research and education in the 

math, physical, medical,biological, engineering and 
other sciences 

 



NSF Act: Authorizations 
Act of 1950 
• Initiate and support: 

 Basic research 
 Programs to strengthen 

research potential 
 Science education programs 

at all levels 
• Award scholarships and 

fellowships 
• Foster international S&T 
• Avoid “undue concentration” 
• Provide a central clearinghouse 

for data on science and 
engineering and information for 
policy formulation 

Subsequent Authorizations 

• Foster and support the 
development and use of 
computer and other 
technologies 

• Evaluate the status and needs 
of the various sciences and 
fields of engineering 

• Promote equal opportunities 
in science and engineering 



Vision 
NSF envisions a nation that 

capitalizes on new  concepts in 
science and engineering and 
provides global leadership in 

advancing research and 
edcuation 

 



NSF in a Nutshell 
Independent Agency 

Primarily Uses Grant Mechanism 

Low Administrative Costs 

Discipline-based structure 



The National Science Board 



Office of International 
Science and Engineering 

Provides innovative awards 
and supplements that promote research 

excellence through new international 
collaboration and that develop the next 
generation of globally engaged scientists 

www.nsf.gov/oise 



Office of Polar 
Programs  

Manages and initiates National Science 
Foundation funding for basic research and its 

operational support in the Arctic and the 
Antarctic.  



Rotators (IPAs): 
Our Leavening Ingredient 

Intergovernmental Personnel Act 
Visiting Scientists 
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NSF Organizational Chart 
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NSF Appropriations: Fiscal 2011 Request 
($millions) 

Account 2011 CR 2012 Request House Committee Bill 

R&RA $5,164,489 $6,253.54 $5,606,964 

MREFC $126,228 $224.68 $100,000 

EHR $861,109 $911.20 $835,000 

AOAM $303,435 $357.74 $299,400 

NSB $4.45 $4.84 $4.53 

OIG $15,901 $14.35 $13,972 

Total NSF $7,040,647 $7,767.00 $6,855,342 



Proposal, Award and 
Funding Trends 

 
 

 

 
 



•U.S. Universities and Colleges 
•U.S. Nonprofit, Nonacademic Organizations 
•U.S. For-Profit Organizations 
•State/Local Educational Organizations 
•Unaffiliated U.S. Scientists, Engineers, Educators, & 
Citizens 
•NSF Rarely Supports Foreign Organizations or Other 
Federal Agencies 
 
 
Program Solicitations may establish more 
restrictive eligibility 

NSF Customers 



55,562 proposal actions 
 ~259,000 reviews  
 ~50,000 reviewers 
 13,015 awards  
 23.0% funding rate 
 (Research 20%) 

NSF PROPOSAL 
STATISTICS 

(FY 2010) 
 



Competitive awards (Research):       7,106 

  Average annual award:   $167,052 

    Median annual award:     $123,537 

    Average duration (research):  2.86 years 

NSF RESEARCH 
GRANT PROFILE 

 (FY 2010)  



Distribution of Average Reviewer Ratings for Awards and 
Declines, FY 2009  



*And How To Find It 

National Science 
Foundation Update 









Key Documents 

• FY 2011 NSF Budget Request 
– http://www.nsf.gov/about/budget/  

 

• Proposal and Award Policies and Procedures Guide 
– http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=papp 
 

• Science and Engineering Indicators 
– http://www.nsf.gov/sbe/srs/seind08/  

 

• When in doubt –  
– http://www.nsf.gov/  
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